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Agenda

● 5.16 re-cap
● 5.17 features and demo
● Plans for 5.18 and beyond



● Enhanced Unit of Assessment metadata
● REF2 Research Outputs development

○ New REF2 form
■ Attribution functionality
■ Overall review score

○ New ‘Manage REF2 Research Outputs’ screen
○ Bulk edit Submission status

● Updated REF exercise template
● Open Access

○ Compliance status override
○ Apply exceptions per policy

5.16 re-cap



● REF2 Research Outputs form expansion
○ Data requirements
○ Open Access
○ Acceptance + Attribution

■ Double-attribution
■ Double reserves

● Bulk edit REF2 metadata and author contribution details
● REF2 stock report
● Additional filters on Manage REF2 Outputs screen

● Bulk edit item selections and reviewer content

5.17 features



5.17 demo



5.18 (October)

Candidates:
● Navigation
● REF1 Researchers

○ Create form
○ Manage REF1 

Researchers page
○ Bulk actions
○ Stock report

● Manage units page 
● REF2 Output type mapping

Upcoming releases
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5.18 (October)

Additional elements:
● REF2 Output allocation taxonomies
● Update Unit form to include Cat A 

FTE sum from REF1s
● Update REF2 form and stock report

○ REF2 Output type
○ Output allocation drop-down

● Add’l filters on Manage REF2 page
● REF2 Attribution logic

Upcoming releases
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Additional candidates

● Manage Units and Manage REF1 pages 
enhancements

● REF2 metadata mapping
● Updated Manage REF2 page layout
● REF2 Cat B attribution warning
● Display reviewer comments on Manage 

Selections page
● REF1 read-only configuration
● Unit-level overall scoreset



● REF2 attribution algorithm and output
● Unit summary report

● Why custom work?
○ Value lies in each institution’s ability to customise the outcomes to your needs
○ While there’s a common foundation that will apply across all HEIs, the ability to 

customise inputs and outcomes will provide greatest benefit and ensure 
functionality delivered is fit for purpose for each institution

● Will email REF contacts shortly with proposal and to canvas for interest

Custom work



REF2 attribution algorithm

● Support institutions in attributing REF2 outputs to REF1 Researchers (Cat A current staff, 
and Cat B former staff), within the constraints specified by the submission guidance

● The function should be seen as a first pass to optimise submission quality
● Expected output is excel report 
● Plan to offer outside release cycle

Custom work



Unit summary report

● Help institutions in managing their submission and optimising the results 
● Deliver variety of analyses based on the institution’s REF data in Elements
● Planning 2 outputs:

○ PDF (one per UoA)
○ Excel (one row per UoA)

● Plan to offer outside release cycle

Custom work



Prioritisation beyond October

Requirements

Submission XML

REF2 Citation data

Validation

Submission lock out

Post-submission freeze

REF2 DOI / URL / PDF / Physical copy management



Timescales
2019

Elements
● UoA enhancements
● REF2 form
● REF2 attribution function
● Overall review score
● Bulk edit REF2 submission status
● OA override

UoA + REF2

REFBETA submission 
system releaseJune

Elements

● REF2 Data requirements
● REF2 Open Access
● REF2 reporting
● Bulk edit REF2 metadata
● Bulk edit / upload selections
● Bulk edit / upload peer reviews

August

REF2



Elements
Respond to feedback + 
buffer + XML foundation

REF
Submission 
system pilot

December

OctoberElements

● REF1 form
● Manage REF1 page
● Bulk edit REF1 metadata
● REF1 stock report
● Manage Unit screen
● REF2 type mapping
● Navigation improvements

UoA + REF1



March

February

Elements

● Validation
● Submission XML
● Submission lock-out
● REF2 citation data (TBC)
● Post-submission freeze (TBC)
● REF2 DOI / PDF / Physical copy 

tracking (TBC)

Submission

2020

REF
Formal submission 
system release + 
technical guidance

April



August

June

Elements Support

October

December

2021

REFSUBMISSION

REF
Pending output 
details



● Customers should expect to upgrade Elements for a final time prior to 
submission early / mid 2020
○ Given expected timings of Technical guidance and validation rules 

publication, and REF submission system release
○ Will enable the Elements team to develop final features such as the 

replication of submission validation and submission XML generation

Timescales



● 91 or 92 days?
○ In our current guidance, we advise a deposit deadline of 91 days
○ Audit guidance states will identify where where number of days between 

datePublished and depositedDate is greater than 92
○ Should we update our guidance?

■ Liverpool responded they switched to using months to account for 
this

● Leap year
○ If ‘Maximum file embargo’ input as 365 / 730 days, will come up as not 

compliant in 2020
○ Proposal is to input 366 / 731 days - within ‘spirit’

■ Liverpool have implemented this

Some OA follow-up



Elements REF Resources

REF support space
https://support.symplectic.co.uk/support/solutions/6000138786

REF forum
https://support.symplectic.co.uk/support/discussions/forums/6000242424


